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Festival of Lessons and Carols
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St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church
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Prelude Pastoral Symphony Handel

The lights are dimmed as the prelude ends.

Choral Introit The Hymnal 25

The congregational candles are lit by the choir after the introit and all stand.

Processional Hymn Once in Royal David’s City The Hymnal 102

Betsy Noecker, Soloist

All join in singing after verse 2. During the hymn the Altar Candles and Advent Wreath

are lit. On the Third Sunday of Advent, three candles are lit on the Advent Wreath.

Solo

nce in royal David’s city,

Stood a lowly cattle shed

Where a Mother laid her baby In a manger for his bed;

Mary was that Mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

Choir He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,

only And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall;

With the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy.

All We, like Mary, rest confounded that a stable should display,

Heaven’s Word, the world’s creator, cradled there on Christmas Day,

Yet this child, our Lord and brother, brought us love for one another.

All For he is our lifelong pattern: daily, when on earth he grew,

He was tempted, scorned, rejected, tears and smiles like us he knew.

Thus he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

O
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All And our eyes at last shall see him through his own redeeming love,

For that Child, who seemed so helpless, Is our Lord in heaven above;

And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

All Not in that poor, lowly stable with the oxen standing round

We shall see him, but in heaven, Where his saints his throne surround:

Christ revealed to faithful eye, Set at God’s right hand on high.

Opening Sentences The Book of Common Prayer 109

The People remain standing.

Officiant Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord

People Thanks be to God.

The Officiant reads a sentence of Holy Scripture

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not dark

to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.

Psalm 139:10-11

The Officiant prays

lmighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ

came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in

his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The congregational candles are extinguished.

A
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An Advent Bidding Prayer

All remaining standing or kneeling, this bidding prayer is said.

ELOVED in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to

prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to

go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first

days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let

us make this Church, dedicated to St. Aidan, glad with our carols and songs of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the

earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build, and especially in this

country, within this city and for this University and all who live and work therein.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name:

the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the

lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord

Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with

us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number,

whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Christ we for evermore are one.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which

Christ himself hath taught us:

The People all pray together

UR FATHER, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against

us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

B

O



5

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant concludes

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and

unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.

People Amen.

The People sit.

FIRST LESSON

Genesis 3:1-22 Reader: Kandace Einbeck

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to

the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the

serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the

fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the

serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was

good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one

wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he

ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig

leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and

the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the

garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who

told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”

The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The

serpent tricked me, and I ate.”

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals

and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your

life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike

your head, and you will strike his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pangs in

childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he
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shall rule over you.” And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,

and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the

ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall

bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat

bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall

return.”

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the Lord God made

garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. Then the Lord God said, “See, the

man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take

also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem O come, O come, Emmanuel arr. by Paul Christiansen

SECOND LESSON

Isaiah 40:1-11 Reader: Kate Gerard

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that

she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double

for all her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the

desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall

be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says,

“Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the

field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the

people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O

Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your

God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
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recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and

carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Congregational Hymn Comfort, comfort ye my people The Hymnal 67

omfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God;

comfort those who sit in darkness mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load.

Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;

tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.

Hark, the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near,

calling us to new repentance since the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;

Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain;

let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord, now o’er earth is shed abroad;

and all flesh shall see the token, that the Word is never broken.

Choral Anthem Evergreen Daniel Pinkham

C
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THIRD LESSON

Isaiah 11:1-9 Reader: Jane Daniels

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit

of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall

not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge

the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around

his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall

lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like

the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on

the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Congregational Hymn Lo, How a rose e’er blooming The Hymnal 81

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming , from tender stem hath sprung! of Jesse's lineage coming, as

those of old have sung. It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,when half

spent was the night.

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother

kind. To show God's love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the

night.

The shepherds heard the story proclaimed by angels bright, how Christ, the Lord of glory

was born on earth this night. To Bethlehem they sped and in the manger they found

him, as angel heralds said.

This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, dispels with glorious

splendor the darkness everywhere; true man, yet very God, from sin and death he

saves us, and lightens every load.
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FOURTH LESSON

Zephaniah 3:14-18 Reader: Nicholas Lee

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter

Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies.

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be

said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in

your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his

love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem Whisper Whisper Jay Althouse

FIFTH LESSON

Luke 1:26-38 Reader: Bronwyn Fraser

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And

he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do

not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and

bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can

this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be

called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and

this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then

the angel departed from her.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
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Congregational Hymn Hark the Herald Angels sing The Hymnal 87

Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King, peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and

sinners reconciled. Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; with the angelic

host proclaim, 'Christ is born in Bethlehem.' Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to the new-

born King.

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, late in time behold him come,

offspring of a Virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: hail, the incarnate Deity,

pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to

the new-born King.

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace: hail, the Sun of Righteousness. Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, born to

raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to

the new-born King.

Collect and Blessing

The Officiant prays

lmighty, everlasting God, let our prayer in your sight be as incense, the lifting up of our

hands as the evening sacrifice. Give us grace to behold you, present in your Word and

Sacraments, and to recognize you in the lives of those around us. Stir up in us the flame of

that love which burned in the heart of your Son as he bore his passion, and let it burn in us to eternal

life and to the ages of ages.

People Amen.

The Officiant blesses the People.

ay the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before

your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.

People Amen.

During the final hymn the ministers process out.

A

M
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Congregational Hymn Joy to the World The Hymnal100

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing. (repeat)

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; let us our songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, repeat the sounding joy. (repeat)

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found. (repeat)

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love. (repeat)

Postlude of Christmas Carols
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Ministers of the Liturgy

The Rev. Mary Kate Réjouis, Rector and Officiant

The Rev. Dr. Kay K. Cook, Priest Associate

The Rev. Dcn. David O’Rourke, Deacon

Pastor Zach Parris, Lutheran Campus Minister

Diane Arnold, Crucifer

Sara Parkinson, Music Director

Wes Leffingwell, Keyboardist
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